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PUTTING RESIDENTS FIRST

FOREWORD
From the Leader of the Conservative Group in
Bath and North East Somerset
Time to put residents first
This May’s local elections represent a clear choice for
residents - either a fresh start with the Conservatives or more
of the same failed policies on transport, housing
and services we have witnessed over the past four years.
Conservatives have a strong vision for how B&NES
Council can become more efficient and responsive
to the needs of our local communities.

Councillor Tim Warren

Our vision has three clear aims:


A Council which is efficient and well-run;



A Council which invests in the future;



A Council which puts the interests of residents first.

To realise this vision, we have set out an ambitious but achievable set of
proposals that residents tell us are most important to them.
As part of this, we will work tirelessly to reduce waste and root-out
inefficiencies in order to keep Council Tax down and better protect our vital
local services, implement a long-term plan to improve local transport, deliver
more homes and jobs for local people, invest in better facilities for our area’s
young people, promote independence for older people, and work with
residents to build cleaner, greener and healthier local communities.
By giving the Conservatives the strong mandate of an overall majority on the
Council, we can set to work quickly on realising our vision and making Bath
and North East Somerset an even better place to live and work.
Sincerely,
Councillor Tim Warren,
Conservative Group Leader,
Bath and North East Somerset Council.
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OUR KEY COMMITMENTS
1 KEEP COUNCIL TAX DOWN Cut red-tape and wasteful spending in order to keep
our Council Tax down and protect vital services.

2 IMPROVE LOCAL TRANSPORT -

Invest in our transport infrastructure to cut traffic,
improve public transport and ‘get B&NES moving’.

3 DELIVER MORE HOMES AND JOBS -

Deliver more jobs and affordable homes on brownfield
regeneration sites whilst defending our Green Belt.

4 INVEST IN OUR YOUNG PEOPLE -

Invest in new Primary School places, school buildings
and upgrade facilities for our area’s young people.

5 CLEANER, HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES -

Improve the cleanliness of our communities and invest
in new and improved local leisure facilities.

6 GREATER CHOICE AND

INDEPENDENCE FOR OLDER PEOPLE Support independence for older people and increase
the choice of care home provision.
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TACKLING WASTE TO KEEP
COUNCIL TAX DOWN

As with all local authorities, B&NES will continue to face a
challenging financial climate over the next four years.
Conservatives believe there remains much more that the Council can
still do to increase efficiency and cut bureaucracy so that Council Tax
can be kept as low as possible.
Therefore, we will:


Commence work immediately on a root-and-branch Comprehensive Spending
Review within the Council, establishing a long-term financial plan which identifies
the savings and growth opportunities necessary to put the Council on a sure
financial footing and prioritises the protection of front-line services;



Root-out inefficiencies, cut red-tape and tackle wasteful spending so that we can
keep Council Tax down, freezing Council Tax where Government funding enables
us to do so;



Consult with residents on reducing the number of Councillors as part of an
anticipated review of the B&NES ward boundaries, thereby saving money for
taxpayers;



Review and reduce the Council’s departmental and management structure;
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PUTTING RESIDENTS FIRST

TACKLING WASTE TO KEEP
COUNCIL TAX DOWN


Make back-office savings through more collaborative
and Shared Service arrangements with other local
authorities and public bodies;



Find ways of increasing revenue through sound
investments which generate a good rate of return for
taxpayers;



Continue to make financial savings from rationalising
the Council’s office accommodation;



Ensure that the Council’s Commercial Estate is
managed effectively to generate the best return for
taxpayers;



Ensure that the Council is responsive to residents,
holding Council departments to account for the
effective and timely delivery of services.
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PUTTING RESIDENTS FIRST

IMPROVING LOCAL
TRANSPORT

For too long our area has put up with deteriorating roads, high-levels
of traffic congestion, and an inadequate local transport system.
Conservatives believe this cannot continue.
Therefore, we will move swiftly to begin implementing our ‘Getting
B&NES Moving’ Transport Manifesto.
As a priority, this will include:


Implementing long-term transport strategies for Bath, Keynsham, the Somer
Valley and rural areas.



Providing support for community bus and Dial-a-Ride services.



Identifying and consulting on an appropriate site for an East of Bath Park &
Ride.



Working with our partner authorities to progress the MetroWest rail project.



Investing in more targeted road safety schemes, such as Safer Routes to
School;



Taking action to tackle poor road and pavement surfaces.

Read our full Getting B&NES Moving Manifesto at:
www.bathnes-conservatives.com/transport.
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INVESTING IN OUR CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Our children and young people are the future of our area and our most
precious resource.
Conservatives believe that all of our area’s children and young people
deserve the best possible start in life, with access to an excellent
education, modern facilities and a high standard of care.
Therefore, we will:


Invest at least £6.6 million in school buildings and Primary School places to
ensure full and adequate provision - enabling as many parents as possible to
send their child to a school of their choosing;



Modernise and upgrade ageing children’s play areas;



Promote close liaison between Primary and Secondary Schools to ensure a
smooth transition for children;



Fully support cooperation and sharing of best practice between Secondary
Schools;



Encourage excellence across the whole ability range to ensure all children
reach their potential;



Use the number of school-leavers classed as not in Education, Employment or
Training as a measurement of a school’s success;
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INVESTING IN OUR CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE


Work to address the shortfall of SEN (Special Educational Needs) places in
B&NES;



Continue to invest in Early Years services, ensuring services to the most
vulnerable children are protected;



Promote and encourage partnership working with community groups and
volunteers and ensure the efforts of volunteers are recognised;



Support Parish Councils, Town Councils and local communities in providing
youth services and activities which meet the needs of young people;



Ensure children in care have the support needed to successfully transition to
adult life;



Support the creation of a single Adoption Service with a number of our
neighbouring authorities so that children and prospective adopters receive the
most speedy response and best choice possible;



Aim to ensure a full complement of school crossing patrols.
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DELIVERING MORE
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Conservatives believe it is vital that our area addresses the desperate
need for more affordable housing to help bridge the gap between
average wages and house-prices. At the same time, it is a strong
Conservative conviction that our Green Belt and countryside should
remain protected for future generations.
Therefore, we believe that a proactive ‘brownfield’ regeneration
approach is essential to deliver the new homes our area needs.
To deliver this, we will:


Work with Government and the Local Enterprise Partnership to support and
invest in new affordable housing schemes throughout the area;



Ensure the Council remains committed to delivering 3,300 new affordable
homes within its Placemaking Plan;



Prioritise investment in Brownfield redevelopment;



Fight to defend local Green Belt against inappropriate housing development;



Undertake a full review of the Planning Department to ensure it is responsive
to the needs of the public and has robust enforcement procedures;



Develop a Student Accommodation Strategy;



Encourage and support communities in developing Neighbourhood Plans for
their area.
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES,
IMPROVING SERVICES

By making further financial savings, and by working with local
residents to build stronger and more active communities, we will be
better placed to protect the front-line services which are most visible
to residents and which our local communities most rely upon.
As part of this, we will:


Protect the existing free parking the Council provides in our
communities, towns and villages;



Reinstate a longer period of free short-stay parking at Royal
Victoria Park, and reduce off-street evening parking charges in
Bath;



Improve the cleanliness of our streets and public spaces and
reduce the impact of gulls, encouraging greater use of ‘gull-proof’
containers by businesses and residents in Bath, and increase the
provision of litter bins;



Seek to incentivise recycling through a reward-based scheme working to increase our area’s already impressive recycling rates
and reaffirming the Council’s ambition of sending zero waste to
landfill;



Encourage the expansion of community libraries and find
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES,
IMPROVING SERVICES
innovative ways of expanding the purpose and use of public libraries;


Prevent any further closures of the Council’s public toilets;



Seek ways to improve the B&NES Discovery Card to increase its utility and
expand the range of benefits it offers to residents as a demonstration of our
commitment to ensuring the Council puts residents first;



Engender a ‘residents first’ philosophy amongst all Council services and
departments;



Recognise and promote the work of volunteers and the important role they
play in our communities;



Refine the current Community Asset Transfer programme, encouraging the
individual community buildings to form a self-help network and fostering jointworking and best practice through knowledge exchange;



Continue to deliver the Government’s successful Troubled Families initiative;



Ensure the Council continues to work to address both the causes and effects
of climate change in B&NES;



Ensure the health benefits of the natural environment work for the community
by supporting our parks, green spaces and open spaces;



Work with the Environment Agency to deliver a local flood-risk management
strategy that will reflect the concerns of residents;



Work with the local Police and Police & Crime Commissioner to support
initiatives to ensure safe communities, such as Night Wardens and Community
Alcohol Partnerships;



Consult on proposals put forward by
the Bath Community Governance
working group to give Bath residents a
stronger voice over issues affecting the
city;



Work to engender closer working,
better communication and stronger
collaboration between B&NES and our
Parish and Town Councils, including
reviewing and improving the
Connecting Communities initiative;
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IMPROVING HEALTH AND
WELLBEING

Conservatives in Bath and North East Somerset have a strong
reputation of protecting and improving the services which our elderly
and vulnerable residents rely upon.
In addition, with the Council having taken on new responsibilities for
Public Health, we believe it is important for services which support the
wellbeing of residents to be integrated in order to provide a more
holistic approach to supporting longer, healthier lifestyles.
Therefore, to promote healthier lifestyles and ensure the wellbeing of
our elderly and vulnerable residents, we will:


Deliver plans to invest up to £18.5 million in improving local leisure facilities;



Further integrate Leisure with the Council’s Public Health responsibilities in
order to promote healthy lifestyles and ensure a more holistic approach to
personal health;



Seek to increase leisure activities within communities and encourage new
housing developments to provide community leisure facilities.



Invest in home adaptations and facilities to support independent living for
elderly and disabled residents in their homes;
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IMPROVING HEALTH AND
WELLBEING


Support the expansion of local care home provision to enable greater local
choice;



Continue the integration of Adult Social Care and Health services to ensure
joined-up care provision;



Promote early interventions to enable long-term health objectives, thus
reducing pressure on the local NHS;



Work closely with the local Clinical Commission Groups and Health and
Wellbeing Board to promote healthy lifestyles, early intervention and highquality local health services across Bath and North East Somerset.



Continue the delivery of high-quality advice services which meet the needs of
our most vulnerable residents.
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GROWING OUR ECONOMY,
INCREASING LOCAL JOBS

Thanks to the Conservative-led Government’s long-term economic
plan, unemployment is falling and our economy is once again growing
- both nationally and locally.
However, in order to continue with the economic recovery and ensure
that more well-paid jobs are created for B&NES residents, we must
stick to the Government’s long-term plan and secure investment in our
area’s economy.
We believe the Council has an important role to play in securing
investment in local infrastructure, promoting B&NES as a place for
businesses to establish themselves and grow, providing the right
conditions to allow the private sector to invest in our area, and
ensuring that local planning policies are conducive to supporting
economic growth.
To achieve this, we will:


Continue to work with the Government and Local Enterprise Partnership to
realise the potential of the Bath Enterprise Area by securing Government and
regional investment to enable the creation of 9,000 new jobs and over 3,000
new homes over the next fifteen years;
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GROWING OUR ECONOMY,
INCREASING LOCAL JOBS


Ensure that B&NES secures its fair share of investment from the Government’s
West of England Growth Deal;



Support the roll-out of superfast internet to all households, including rural
areas;



Work with the Government and private sector to see ultrafast broadband rolled
-out in central Bath to ensure our city is not left behind by its competitor cities;



Ensure the Council is more proactive in encouraging more businesses to
establish themselves and grow in B&NES;



Fulfil the economic potential of Midsomer Norton, Radstock and Keynsham by:
ensuring attractive and vibrant High Streets, encouraging investment in local
business and job creation, and delivering new workplaces on available
brownfield development sites;



Enable the delivery of top-end office space in Bath in order to attract more high
-value companies to the city;



Work with our local schools, colleges and Universities to develop skills training,
including apprenticeships and on-going skills training, to match employers’
needs;



Support individuals and businesses who wish to move towards greater home
working;



Encourage greater entrepreneurship throughout B&NES;



Ensure that the Council markets B&NES as an attractive location for high
Gross Value Added businesses;



Advance a Knowledge-based economy based on the Priority Sectors of:
Advanced Engineering; High tech; Digital; Creative; Low carbon; Professional
Services (Legal, Architectural etc); Finance; Cultural Tourism;



Encourage and assist in the diversification of rural businesses.
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