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GETTING B&NES MOVING

FOREWORD
From the Leader of the Conservative Group and
the Conservative Shadow Cabinet Member for
Transport
Our Transport Vision
Transport is one of the biggest concerns of residents in
Bath and North East Somerset, and remains one of the
main challenges facing our area.
There is a real sense amongst our residents that there
has been a failure by the Council and local politicians
Councillor Tim Warren
to get to grips with our area’s transport, traffic and
pollution problems, and that many of our area’s biggest transport
challenges have been left unresolved for too many years.
Conservatives believe this situation must not continue. It is time
for a step-change in the way we approach transport in Bath and
North East Somerset.
There was a time when our area could deliver major transport projects,
such as Bath’s three Park & Rides, or the Peasedown and Keynsham bypasses. Yet today B&NES seems paralysed by inertia.
We cannot go on with the piecemeal approach to transport which the
Council has taken. We need a strategic approach which brings together all
modes of transport and sets out the short, medium and long-term
investment needed to bring our area’s transport infrastructure up to a
higher standard.
At the heart of our Manifesto is an overriding belief that people have the
right to be able to get from A to B as quickly and conveniently as possible by
the best mode of transport for their journey.
Our ambition is that by the end of the first five years of implementing this
Manifesto, residents will have begun to see a real improvement in our
transport system.

CONTINUED ...
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FOREWORD
From the Leader of the Conservative Group and
the Conservative Shadow Cabinet Member for
Transport
Realising our vision
Some of the proposals contained within our Transport Manifesto can
produce relatively quick-wins to start getting B&NES moving. Other ideas
will clearly take more time to realise and will form part of our longer-term
strategy of investment.
But together, the proposals contained within this Manifesto
provide a route-map for creating a transport system that actually
works for residents.
Currently, the Council spends anywhere up to £30 million a year on
transport.
We believe that the resources the Council has available to it could be used
to greater effect to obtain more national and regional funding, as well as
private investment, in our transport system.
All too often B&NES has been left catching the crumbs from the table when
infrastructure funding has been on offer, when our rightful place should be
at the forefront of bidding for investment from Government.
To secure investment you must first show you have the plans in place and
the will, and reputation, to deliver them. If the Council does not set out its
transport ambitions now, then B&NES will once again be left by the
wayside when infrastructure investment is on offer.
There is no more time for handwringing on this issue.
It’s time to get B&NES moving.
Yours,

Cllr Tim Warren
Conservative Group Leader
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Cllr Anthony Clarke
Shadow Transport
Spokesman

Councillor Anthony Clarke

GETTING B&NES MOVING

OUR KEY COMMITMENTS
1 SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT To make local bus services, walking and cycling
genuinely attractive, realistic transport options.

2 INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE Securing more funding for transport projects by taking
a long-term, strategic approach.

3 CUT CONGESTION AND POLLUTION By improving traffic flows, tackling bottlenecks and
improving air quality.

4 PROMOTE LOCAL RAIL To secure the reopening of local stations and deliver
more frequent, reliable train services.

5 IMPROVE PARKING PROVISION By working with residents and businesses to review
and improve local parking provision.

For more information about the policies contained in this
manifesto, please contact us:
Conservative Group, Guildhall, High Street, Bath, BA1 5AW
01225 394449
www.bathnes-conservatives.com
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SUPPORTING
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

TO ENCOURAGE THE GREATER USE OF SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
OPTIONS, WE WILL:
•

Invest in local bus services, with an emphasis on supporting community bus
projects, Community Transport and developing local shuttle-buses linking
isolated communities to main public transport routes and hubs.

•

Work with the West of England LEP, First Bus and other bus operators to finally
see the roll-out of the long-promised ‘Oyster’-style smartcard ticketing.

•

Work with First Bus and other local bus companies to encourage the adoption of
low, flat-rate fare structures which benefit all bus users across the whole area.

•

Work with local bus companies to encourage greater integration of timetables,
and where possible tickets, across the different bus operators.

•

Invest in the public realm to improve the built environment throughout B&NES
in order to provide a more pleasant experience for pedestrians, whilst seeking to
reduce and remove traffic from the historic heart of Bath where feasible.

•

Invest in more targeted road safety measures, such as more Safer Routes to
School schemes, to create a safe environment for pedestrians and promote
walking to work and school as a safe and healthy travel option.
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SUPPORTING
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
TO ENCOURAGE THE GREATER USE OF SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
OPTIONS, WE WILL:
•

Review 20mph limits to ensure they are effective and appropriately located, and
consult on new 20mph limits where there is a demonstrated need and clear
support from residents.

•

Work with local schools to produce effective School Travel Plans in order to
reduce the need for parents to use cars to take children to school, and work with
schools to make school transport as affordable and reliable as possible.

•

Work with local businesses throughout the area to encourage the creation of
more Travel to Work Plans, including the promotion of car sharing as well as the
use of bus, rail, walking and cycling, to reduce the impact of commuter traffic.

•

Continue to promote cycling as a healthy and attractive alternative to the
motorcar and support schemes which make cycling as safe as possible for all
road users.

•

Deliver balanced investment in our cycling network, with a greater emphasis on
segregated cycleways, as supported by the Get Britain Cycling manifesto, and
identifying key arterial ‘flat routes’ for cyclists.

•

Continue to support the use of Car Clubs as an alternative to private car
ownership for those who do not need their own car on a permanent basis.
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INVESTING IN TRANSPORT
INFRASTRUCTURE

TO BRING OUR AREA’S TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE UP TO A
STANDARD FIT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY, WE WILL:
•

Move swiftly to identify, and consult on, an appropriate site for the long-discussed
new Park & Ride on the eastern side of Bath which is sensitive to the local
environment and has minimal visual impact, utilising the latest technology to
deliver Bath’s greenest Park & Ride ever.

•

Investigate the possibility of a river-based ‘Park & Sail’ and river taxis, and
continue to investigate the feasibility of a Park & Rail to the east of Bath.

•

Work with the Department for Transport, Highways Agency and neighbouring
authorities to support and promote a new road project to provide an alternative
route for vehicles currently travelling through eastern Bath via the A4 and A36.

•

Implement a comprehensive long-term transport strategy for Keynsham which
sets out the infrastructure investment required to address traffic congestion in
the town and improve road links into and out of the town.

•

Work with the Town and Parish Councils, as well as the business community and
residents in the Somer Valley and Chew Valley to produce a comprehensive
long-term transport strategy for the area which seeks to reduce the significant
out-commute rate, ease congestion and provides a long-term infrastructure plan
to meet the needs of a growing population.

•

Investigate the feasibility of a road improvement project between Midsomer
Norton and Peasedown to reduce congestion in Radstock and the Somer Valley.
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INVESTING IN TRANSPORT
INFRASTRUCTURE
TO BRING OUR AREA’S TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE UP TO A
STANDARD FIT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY, WE WILL:
•

Approach Somerset County Council to promote a scheme to improve the road
connections between Radstock and Frome, in order to improve travel times to
the main highway network from the Somer Valley.

•

Utilise the mechanisms available to the Council through the planning process,
including funding from S.106 agreements and the new Community Infrastructure
Levy, to ensure that appropriate infrastructure and transport links are provided
alongside new housing developments, and encourage innovative ideas such as
Curo’s proposals for transport links to the Foxhill development.

•

Develop, as a matter of priority, stronger collaborative relationships with our
neighbouring authorities, both within the West of England as well as Wiltshire
and Somerset, to ensure a shared strategic approach to regional transport
matters.

•

Invest, above and beyond the standard grant provided by Government, in
tackling potholes and improving the state of local roads and pavements.

•

Work with the Local Enterprise Partnership and the West of England authorities
to put need to find a solution to the traffic problems experienced to the east of
Bristol back on the West of England’s agenda.

•

Ensure that the possibility of a Saltford
bypass is within the West of England’s
long-term plans as a potential long-term
solution to the congestion on the A4.

•

Ensure that the needs of those with
mobility and sensory impairments are a
central consideration of all transport
projects.
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CUTTING CONGESTION AND
REDUCING POLLUTION

TO REDUCE TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND IMPROVE AIR QUALITY,
WE WILL:
•

Earmark funding to allow the Council to find ways of reducing congestion and
improving traffic flow at some of the worst traffic ‘hot spots’, bottlenecks and
pinch-points throughout the area, as well as bid for Government funding to
increase capacity at congested junctions where it is feasible to do so.

•

Further investigate and seriously consider innovative solutions to improve the
flow of traffic in and around the centre of Bath, such as a trial remodelling of
traffic-flow around Queen Square, and undertake a full review of the flow of
traffic in and around the city-centre.

•

Commission a study which reviews the flow of traffic on the A37 and seek ways
to improve the road’s most problematic bottlenecks and junctions.

•

Instruct transport officers to bring forward proposals, in conjunction with Bristol
City Council, to reduce congestion and improve traffic flow at the Hicks Gate
roundabout.

•

Ensure that the Council utilises latest technology such as ‘smart’ traffic
signalling to improve traffic flows at heavily congested junctions, such as
continuing the roll-out of real-time information displays to direct traffic to the
nearest car park with available spaces.
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CUTTING CONGESTION AND
REDUCING POLLUTION
TO REDUCE TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND IMPROVE AIR QUALITY,
WE WILL:
•

Review the times of operation for all Bus Lanes to ensure they are appropriate
and effective, and in particular assess whether peak-time only operation would
be more appropriate in some locations than 24-hour operation, and whether any
Bus Lanes could also become ‘2+’ lanes.

•

Work with First Bus to look into the possibility of creating of a group or family
ticket, as well as a cheaper season ticket, on the Council’s Park & Rides to
encourage their greater use by commuters and large car-loads of people.

•

Lobby Government and work with local MEPs to make Bath a ‘special case’ to
allow innovative measures to be trialled to reduce high air pollution levels.

•

Lobby the Government to allow the Council greater scope to reduce the number
of HGVs coming into and through Bath, such as the creation of a ‘Low Emission
Zone’ in the city and vehicle weight restrictions, as well as encourage greater
use of the freight consolidation scheme.

•

Continue work on seeking a new coach park for Bath in a more appropriate
location, ideally out of the city centre, and establish a more appropriate coach
drop-off location.
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PROMOTING AND
IMPROVING LOCAL RAIL

TO IMPROVE LOCAL RAIL AND CREATE A MORE FREQUENT,
CONVENIENT AND RELIABLE SERVICE, WE WILL:
•

Ensure the Council actively supports and promotes the implementation of the
MetroWest rail project to ensure that the residents of B&NES receive the full
benefit from a fast, reliable and more frequent urban rail network.

•

Work with the Department for Transport to ensure that our area receives the
maximum benefit from the electrification of the Great Western Mainline,
including improved local rail services and a faster, more reliable intercity
service.

•

Actively support and promote the bid to reopen Corsham railway station as a
viable and deliverable way to improve local rail services into Bath and help
ease congestion to the east of the city.

•

Continue to develop proposals for a train station to serve the communities in
and around Saltford as part of the roll-out of MetroWest project in
consultation with local residents.

•

Engage with Network Rail on the possibility and feasibility of creating a rail
link from Radstock to Frome.

•

Work with the West of England LEP to promote the idea of creating a smartticketing system which can be used across both local bus and rail services.
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IMPROVING PARKING
PROVISION

TO IMPROVE LOCAL PARKING PROVISION FOR RESIDENTS, WE
WILL:
•

Consult with residents on ways to improve the current Residents Parking
Zones, and create new residents-only parking where there is demand and clear
support from residents.

•

Consult residents of the current Bath Central Parking Zone on the possibility of
allowing a certain number of visitor parking permits.

•

Take all concerns and complaints from residents about local parking problems
seriously, and work with residents to find solutions which are right for their local
area.

•

Ensure that the Council’s parking charges are set at a level which do not harm
the local economy and which do not treat residents as an easy ‘cash cow’.

•

Work to address the residential parking problems caused by the RUH,
including lobbying the RUH to increase on-site parking provision and looking at
the possibility of creating additional shuttle bus services from the Park & Rides to
the hospital.

•

Ensure that any reduction in parking provision resulting from the redevelopment
of city-centre sites in Bath is adequately re-provided.

•

Encourage the creation of underground parking in new commercial
developments where possible.
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THE CHOICE AT
THIS ELECTION
This election represents a clear choice for residents - either four more years of the same failed
transport policies under the Liberal Democrats, or a fresh approach to tackling our transport
problems under the Conservatives.

CONSERVATIVES

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

Will deliver a strategic, long-term, evidencebased approach to improving transport
throughout the whole of the B&NES area.

Have failed to tackle our area’s traffic and
transport problems by taking a incoherent,
piecemeal approach to transport.

Will support sustainable transport to give
residents a genuine choice over best mode of
transport for their journey.

Have failed to provide genuinely attractive
transport options to encourage greater use of
public transport.

Will invest in infrastructure to reduce
congestion, improve traffic flow and make
journeys quicker and easier.

Have allowed major transport projects to slip
months or even years behind schedule and
failed to resolve the traffic problems on the
east of Bath.

Will set parking charges at a fair rate which
does not damage the local economy or treat
residents as cash-cow.

Have hiked on-street and evening parking
charges and attempted to introduce parking
charges at currently free car parks.

Will work with residents to improve parking in
residential areas and seek ways to increase
parking capacity.

Have failed to address residential parking
concerns and in some cases made matters
worse, such as around Royal Victoria Park.

Will support improvements to local rail through Have failed to ensure the Council gets behind
the MetroWest project, including more frequent the bid to reopen Corsham station to reduce
services and a new station at Corsham.
traffic coming into Bath.
Will improve local bus services by rolling-out
Oyster-style Smartcards and supporting more
community transport in isolated areas.

Have failed to roll-out the long-promised
Smartcard system on local buses and blocked
funding for Community Bus improvements.

Will ensure that any parking provision lost to
new developments is adequately re-provided.

Are allowing the loss of over 400 parking
spaces in central Bath with no proper plan to
adequately replace them.

Will invest in tackling potholes and improving
pavements and introduce more targeted road
safety measures like Safer Routes to School.

Have allowed roads and pavements to
deteriorate and failed to respond to residents’
calls for more targeted road safety measures.
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